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The Avant-garde across Media
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Although the avant-garde theme arouses interest in scholars and in public as well and it can be said that the theme is satisfactorily processed, there are still some white spaces to be found. This is proved by the exhibition project by Jaroslav Anděl which focuses on the Linie Group from České Budějovice and which, with a considerable delay, pays off the debt to this group, caused by the domestic background. The project, after having been introduced in the Municipal House in Prague, goes on in the Moravian Gallery in Brno. The exhibits for this exhibition are lent by several museums, galleries and other institutions, together with private collectors and heirs. 

The artistic Linie Group originated in 1931 and it had existed for eight years. Its activity extended to the majority of artistic branches. As well as other European groups, Linie had its specific programme as well and it published its own catalogue. The multimedia character of its production contains paintings, graphics, photographs, collages, drawings, authorial publications, literary works, dance and theatre. No other of the following groups in the Czechoslovakia could boast with such a varied palette of interests. Regular exhibitions belonged to the important group activities, most of them concentrating on photography. Therefore, under the Linie group, there also existed another one called Fotolinie in the years 1933 – 36. Mainly in the area of photography, collages and authorial publications, the group went beyond the domestic context and it integrated in the international interrelations. 

The leading protagonist of the group, Josef Bartuška, was among the most talented individualities. He was a poet, a photographer, a painter, a graphic artist, a creator of numerous collages, a journalist, a musician and a film-maker. Karel Valter, Oldřich Nouza, Karel Fleischmann and Emil Pitter, the representatives of the group, were also distinguished by similar interdisciplinary interests. Among the other members of the group were Ada Novák, Richard Lander, Jiří Linhart, Miroslav Haller, Miloš Mühlstein, Josef and Rudolf Stejskal.

The reason why this group fell into forgetting is undoubtedly the fact that it acted outside of Prague. Even later mapping of their activities was more or less on a local level. One of the important impulses of their rediscovery were mainly such exhibitions as Czech Photography 1918 – 1938, which took place in 1981 in the Moravian Gallery (Antonín Dufek), and Line, Colour, Shape in the Czech Fine Art of the 1930´s, which was organized by the Gallery  of the City of Prague in 1988 (Hana Rousová, Antonín Dufek). It should be noted that even if these two, as well as others, exhibitions were innovative, they focus only on the production in a one medium area. However, the current exhibitions in Prague and in Brno catch the phenomenon of the multimedia Linie activities in its entire span. 

Thanks to its outspokenness, the Linie Group was an opposite of sectarianism of other groups in the 1930´s. It sought to create a vision of a modern life, which would be distinguished for its opinion plurality and democracy, which stood against provincialism and totalitarian ideology. We can only regret that the war broke into their activities in an absolutely devastating manner. 
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